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Dear Edward, 
 
Scottish Government’s response to the Covid-19 outbreak 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to give evidence to the Committee on 13 May 2020. Further to 
our discussions, there were two questions where the Committee would like further information 
on and I agreed to provide this in writing:  
 

• What discussions has the Scottish Government had with the fishing industry about its 
employees (including those who are from overseas)?  
 
• When will the AHDB marketing scheme for dairy products go live? 

 
In addition, the Committee has asked for the Scottish Government’s response to the following 
questions that it was unable to ask, due to time constraints: 
 

• What is the current situation around access to food for rural areas, and what is the 
anticipated reach of the Scottish Food Fund in these areas? 
 
• Considering the issues facing certain sectors, and rapid structural changes like the 
temporary closure of the hospitality sector and the growth in demand for sales direct 
from producers or wholesalers, what lessons can we learn about resilience in the 
Scottish food system? How does the Scottish Government intend to take action on any 
lessons? 

 
What discussions has the Scottish Government had with the fishing industry about its 
employees (including those who are from overseas)?  
 
The Scottish Government has had a number of discussions with fishing industry 
representatives and stakeholders since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Most of these 
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conversations have focussed on issues resulting from the pandemic and on the support 
needed by the fishing industry. This has included discussion about support for employees 
(who, for the majority in the fishing industry, are classed self-employed crew).  As an example, 
I met with representatives of the Fishermen’s Mission in April to hear about their work with 
fishermen, families and communities all around Scotland and to hear first-hand about the 
issues that were coming to their attention.  One key area of concern relates to the impact of 
COVID-19 on crew members, many of whom are non-EEA nationals, and the fact that some 
now find themselves far from home, without income and without any support, due to the UK 
welfare rules.  I have since written to the UK Government regarding this. My officials from 
Marine Scotland have also been in regular contact with the Fishermen’s Mission, with regular 
phone calls enabling a good exchange of information on work that the Scottish Government is 
doing and how the impacts of COVID-19 are being felt on the ground by fishers and their 
families. 
 
When will the AHDB marketing scheme for dairy products go live?  
 
“Milk Your Moments” (www.milkyourmoments.co.uk) is a £1m dairy industry marketing 
campaign to drive consumption of milk and other dairy products, by inspiring moments of 
connection as people stay apart due to coronavirus.  The campaign is funded by the 
Agriculture & Horticulture Development Board, Dairy UK, Defra, the Scottish Government, the 
Welsh Government and the Northern Ireland Executive to address the fall in milk sales due to 
the closure of foodservice caused by the coronavirus outbreak.  The campaign was officially 
launched on 18th May and will run for 12 weeks. RECC members may wish to support the 
campaign by promoting it through their social media and online channels.  
 
What is the current situation around access to food for rural areas, and what is the 
anticipated reach of the Scottish Food Fund in these areas? 
 
Food supply in rural areas is holding up extremely well in the main, in the face of 
unprecedented demand and challenging circumstances. The Food Fund has provided local 
authorities with resource to support people who would otherwise be unable to access food. 
The allocation formula included a rural weighting and officials are engaging with local 
authorities to understand how that support is being delivered, including the reach in rural 
areas. 
 
We are working closely with retailers, the wholesale sector and manufacturers to ensure equity 
of food provision across Scotland, and especially for our remote and island communities. We 
are also working with ferry companies to ensure there is capacity to get deliveries to islands, 
as well with hauliers, convenience store sector and wholesalers to keep food supplies moving 
to rural and remote areas. There are lots of examples of innovation especially from the 
convenience and wholesale sectors to try and replace lost business and to play their part in 
maintaining food supplies in remote areas.  Many have, at pace, created online facilities and 
are taking orders directly from customers and delivering to their doorsteps.   
 
Clearly, challenges emerge affecting particular communities and I would encourage any local 
member experiencing these to raise them with me and we will do our best to address them. 
The support of RECC members to promote all that food retailers, suppliers, producers and 
charities are doing to keep food supplies going would I am sure be very much welcomed.   
 
Considering the issues facing certain sectors, and rapid structural changes like the 
temporary closure of the hospitality sector and the growth in demand for sales direct 
from producers or wholesalers, what lessons can we learn about resilience in the 
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Scottish food system? How does the Scottish Government intend to take action on any 
lessons? 
 
As I said in my opening statement to committee, the negative impact for Scotland’s rural 
economy is significant, deep and long term and it will be important as part of our recovery work 
to learn lessons from this experience. 
 
But I want to put on record my thanks to retailers, convenience sectors, wholesalers and food 
producers who have all done a fantastic job in maintaining food supply to communities 
throughout Scotland. That in itself shows that there is significant resilience in the Scottish food 
system.  The situation has highlighted the desire from the public to support local businesses 
and buy quality Scottish produce, and as a legacy we want to ensure there is an ever greater 
focus from retailers with respect to local sourcing. Indeed, I have engaged with all the main 
food retailers to encourage them to stock and promote more Scottish produce and it is great 
to see recent promotions in stores all across the UK.  
 
We have already seen some fantastic innovation and initiatives taking place to help stimulate 
local sourcing, including: 

 
• The “Milk Your Moments” dairy promotional campaign (described above) to encourage 
consumers to drink more milk 
 
 •Working with Seafood Scotland and SeaFish on Scottish and national marketing 
campaigns which aim to get more UK consumers to eat more Scottish seafood and 
support our valuable seafood industry. Fish on Friday; quayside fish sales QMS #makeit 
campaign 
 
• The supportlocal.scot online directory, hosted by Scotland Food & Drink, to connect 
consumers with our quality food and drink suppliers – over 300 companies signed up 
so far, consumer campaign started on 18 May – the website has had over 8500 views. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
FERGUS EWING 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

